S. R. Crockett
JLUSLIE MACCALLUM o
The Scotsman (1921-1950); Jun 25, 1932; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Scotsman (1817-1950)

" LETTERS FROM READERS
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S. R. Crackett :
Oaglefgk, Boswall Road Edin!m.rg!:,
Jume 2, 1032 -

SIB,—II: is 2 pleasure o join with your corre-
¥pondent in thanking Sir. Herbert Maxwell for his
model tributa to the mwemory of S. R. Crocketi
One of the most absorbing books I read 1n early
life was Sir Herbert’s biography of the late WL
Y. Smith, who for long was Leader of the House
of Commons, and who_earned [no doubt very
appropriately from Sir Herbert’s point of view {)
tho_nickname of “Qld Morality.” Ono envics

Sir | Herbert his gify of happy delineation. And
1{, 35 well 10 Tecognise his own claims to anihor-
ship,

While serving iy apprenticeship in Dundce 1
was enabled to hear a number of eminent fee-
turers (under a_schetus ew.'ouod by Lord Armit
stead), one of these being 8. R.|Crockett. I well
rcmem?nr the tall, stalware, red-haired and ced-
bearded figure {a inassive Shaw). who had for

chairman Sir John Leng, ALP., ithe distinguished
journalist. whose-name wili for ever bo nssomtcd
wilh Dnndee, Crockeits subject was * Scotiish
Vamour,t and ko was vazily enterisiving, but 1
5ol that his best Sriend wondd nob bave pra)seé
his delivers. The public rostrum was not his
milien. This lecture was shortly after printed in'
the * Contemporary.” Crockeit luter edited an|
adwirable set of Galt's works. whiclh did much t01
revive inferest in-Galf.

Incidentally, one fecls that a debt of "nmude
1= due to ﬂmm who endowed \un!el‘ lecture
schemes, by means of which the poorest could
listen to0 men and women of distinction in rarmus
spheres of activity. Peter Drummend, of Stir-
ling, was another public bepefacior of this Lind.
Ty Edinbureh. of cource. wa have for many vears
been well served in ihis respect by the Philo-
sephical Iastitution. The wireless, ne Qoubt, is
a great boon. But what is any Yeeture or musi-

ca) or dramatic programme without the living
piescnce of the ‘ec‘m.cr ot performer?—] am, &<
J. Lrsue MacCauy,



