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daring Evangelists who ventured upon missions among them were
certainly killed, and probably eaten. There are romantic tales of
native courtship and union, and stories at once pathetic and
repulsive of the temporary connexions between native women and
the white copra-traders. A more mean, debased, and dissipated
Iot than these beach-combers it would be difficult to conceive,and,
considering the native experience of “ Christians,” it is hard to
believe in the reality of conversions. Things have, perhaps,
changed somewhat for the better—though not much—since “ The
Old Whaling Days” and the time of “The First Colonist.”
Finally, % Friendship” is a thrilling episode in the Stevenson style
of a daring venture in quest of gold, which ended in shipwreck,
suicide, and lunacy. The book is full of freshness and novelty,
and will well repay careful perusal,

THE ORIENT GUIDE.

The Orient Line Guide. Edited by W. J. Lormig, F.S.A. Fullg
Illustrated with Engravings, Maps, and Plans, Fift
é&ir.ioni3 rewritten. London : Sampson Low, Marston, &

0. 1804,

THE Orient Guide has long since established itself in the
favour of voyagers by the steamships of the Orient Line,
whether outward bound or homeward, for Australian ports, or
Plymouth or London, for Egypt or Ceylon, Naples or Gibraltar.
Fortunate is the traveller who is possessed of this well-furnished
volume. No voyage of the same extent suggests so remarkable a
succession of historic and memorable associations as the route of
the Orient liners, But it is not with these only that the con-
tributors to this Guide are concerned. Present-day interests, and
the affairs of the busy world, are comprised in the scheme of the
book. The information supplied to travellers is both interesting
and of practical utility, and the information takes the somewhat
uncommeon form of excellent rending. Every aspect of interest
pertaining to the various subjects dealt with appears to have
been included in the scope of the Guide. The seas that are
traversed, the lands that are sighted, the ports of call, the ship
and her navigation, the heavens above her and the waters be-
neath, are some of the leading themes discussed and illustrated.
In the new edition before us considerable additions have been
made both to the text and the illustrations, and the work asa
whole has been revised by the original contributors. Certain
portions of previous editions have been omitted altogether.
These changes seem to us to be entirely judicious. Mr. Loftie, in
bis preface, specifies the nature of these alterations, which we can-
not but think will be appreciated as distinct gains to voyagers by the
Orient steamships, and decidedly do not affect the admirable
features of the book, Mr. Matthew Macfie's experiences of a recent
Journey in Australia and New Zealand are recorded in a new
chapter which is characterized by the observation and informa-
tion of the kind that are most profitable and interesting to those
who propose to visit the Australian colonies. Like the rest of
the volume, Mr. Macfie’s account of his tour in Victoria, New
South Wales, Queensland, New Zealand, South and West
Anustralis, is supplied with good maps and illustrations. In the
opening chapter Sir Wemyss Reid treats of the voyager's equip-
ment and the art of voyaging in a great ocean liner. The inte-
resting chapter on the Holy Land has been brought up to date
through information supplied by the Managers of the Palestine
Exploration Fund. A native Singalese lady has contributed some
useful notes on Ceylon, and Commander Hull, R.N., has expanded
his deecriptive account of the Mariner’s compass, and revised his
contributions on Seamanship and Navigation, The Rev. C. H.
Middleton-Wake, Mr, H. E. Watts, and other writers have also
subjected their work to revision. The numerous maps and plans
that form a most valuable section of the Guide remain as they
were, and, indeed, need no additions, With regard to the illus-
trations, however, there is some novelty to note in the repro-
ductions in colour of & series of admirable water-colour drawings
-of the Orient steamships by Mr. W. L. Wyllie, A.R.A.

NOVELS.

Music hath Charms, By V. Munro FURGUSON,
Osgood, Mcllvaine, & Co. 1894.

The dialogues in Music kath Charms are not a bad reproduc-
tion of what is heard n daily life, but it is without backbone
either of character or incident, being merely a few portraits
brought together, and made to connect one or twoscenes, Thebook,
it may be admitted, is good so far as it goes, which is always some-
thing, but it does not go far., In fact, it does not even begin to
go. It eonsists mainly of scenes from drawing-room life linked
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together after s fashion by the intercource between a girl and a
man who in the average novel would be in love with her. Both
of these have, as it were, & room to let in the mansion of their
self-esteem which they are generously willing should be filled by
o husband and wife respectively. The man, having been carried
away by the wonder of the girl's voice, declares that he loves
her, The next morning he repents, and takes back his words,
They part as friends. Their affection for one another is fanned
by absence, and they are on the way of granting yet another bit
of aroom to the establishment of a * better half.” Under the
elevating influence of a midnight ride the girl even comes near to
feeling something like devotion, The reader looks ahead hope-
fully, expecting & bright and rather humorous account of the
wedding ceremony, but finds instead that the heroine has been
killed by a fall from her horse. The final words of would-be
solemnity as to love and death and overshadowing wings are out
of keeping with the rest of the book, which is innocent of
emotion or of any profundity of feeling, though mot without
some rather clever comments on the customs of London society.

Mad Sir Uchtred of the Hills. By 8. R. CrocRETT. Autonym
Library. XLondon: T. Fisher Unwin. 1894.

The verdict passed on Mad Sir Uchtred of the Hills will largely
depend on how far a man is to be forgiven for writing in Old
English, or rather, Old Scotch, so very phonetically spelt.
But certainly the obvious aim of the author is attained
by this means, and the little tale breathes the atmosphere
not of to-day, but of “the time of shutting kirks and test=
ing ministers.” It professes to hbe written by a contem-
porary, the occasional revelation of whoee character is one of
the cleverest and pleasantest things about the story. He shows
a half-humorous scepticiem for the more exaggerated incidents he
records ; but other passages show that his mind is nevertheless
steeped in the credulity and superstition of that time. His per-
sonality is humorously hinted at in the little * Advertisement ”
which serves as preface. In it he warna the reader not to mis-
take his hero, Sir Uchtred of Garthland, who “never loved the
‘Whigs or the Dutch,” for one McDowall of Garthland of the
Covenanters. He urges that distinction should be observed
between these two personages, “ both for truth's sake, and stild
more, that the tale-teller may dwell at peace in his own land,
where men have long memories, and one may not speak hastily
of another man’s kin,” The nobility of Sir Uchtred's character is
cleverly maintained, and in spite of his evil deeds, his madness,
and his superstition, one is inclined throughout to share his wife's
good opinion of him rather than the evil reputation which clings
to him, not altogether without cause. This little story shows
originality and imagination, but is affected in conception, and
produces a sense of labour in the maintenance of the old-style
language, which is, to say the least of it, oppressive.

The Friend of the People. By Mary RowseLL, 3 vols. London:
T. Fisher Unwin. 1894,

It is sometimes encouraging on beginning & novel to be reas-
sured by the opening pages that neither individuality of style nor
character-paiuting is the coveted attainment of its writer.
Certain well-known landmarks enable us to assume with confi-
dence that the book will be of the genus “ plot,” and the historic
framework in which it is set further prophesies * romantic.” To
enumerate a few of these symptoms ; the heroines, even the sub-
heroines of barmaid rank, have hands “whose whiteness no rough
work ever seemed to mar,” Again, the characters—the villains
more especially—show a remarkable and most convenient apti-
tude for eoliloquizing aloud. This oils the wheels of the whole
machinery, enables the plot to run undisturbed on its course, and
saves both the author and reader much needless trouble. This
much law must be granted to The Friend of the People; but,
that being done, it does not fail to fulfil the other part of the
ocompact, for the plot is a good one and well worked out. The
scene is laid in France at the eve of the Revolution, and the
story is based on the twin-like resemblance between two men—
sons of the same father—the one Maurice, Marquis de Ravignac,
the other Gervais Bouchard, bastard-born of a peasant woman
who on her deathbed confesses to a priest, as she thinks,
but really to her son in disguise, the secret of his parentage,
By the help of this information, of his lik to his half-
brother, and by a succession of very skilful villanies, Bouchard
manages to step into his brother's shoes. Ravignac is com=
veyed away and imprisoned for four years, while his brother
claims his property and his wife, who was separated from
her husband on their bridal day, but manages to make good
her escape from this impostor. Having attained to these heights,
ho wisely determines to swim with the times, dropsiihis




